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Dear Friends,

For more than three decades, Teen Living Programs has focused on a singular task, providing at-
risk youth with the tools and resources they need to become vital, engaged, self-sufficient citizens. 
We are proud that in this year of exceptional challenges, we have continued to foster sustained 
success. 

Existing programs have been enriched. Thanks to a grant from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, TLP’s Street and Community Outreach Program 
(SCOPe) expanded in January, enabling us to serve hundreds of additional youth. Peer educators 
are key to the program’s success. TLP youth are hired and trained to provide information and 
inspiration to their peers on the street. Nine in 10 of those reached through this program secured 
housing.

New programs are launching and developing, with an emphasis on 
employment and education. Illinois’ first transitional jobs program started operations this spring. 
Project Youth Works is a partnership between TLP and La Casa Norte, providing support 
and training to help youth keep jobs once they obtain them. Through this program, first-time 
employees receive the tools they need to become seasoned professionals. Students Staying 
Housed (SSH), an integrated residential educational pilot program in the North Lawndale 
neighborhood, partners TLP with Chicago Public Schools. The goal of SSH is to provide 
homeless students with the residential resources and support they need to stay in school and 
graduate on time.  Feasibility studies are in the final stages.  

Our new residential building is complete! The paint is dry and youth are 
moving in as this annual report goes to press. Creating this new home has been an incredible 
journey, and the new building is a reflection of our commitment to creating a sanctuary where 
homeless youth in transition can heal and flourish.

Every day, TLP youth overcome challenges, take initiative, and with careful small steps, move 
toward a satisfying new life.  Last year, dozens voted in their first presidential election, a record 
number are currently enrolled in education programs… the list goes on.  What do we consider to 
be our most important achievement of this past year?  Young people who may otherwise be 
on Chicago streets tonight, have a safe place to call home.

It has been an extraordinary year, and it is with your steadfast devotion and confidence that we 
have been able to achieve so much. We thank you for helping us do what we do best: give young 
people the first chance they’ve ever had.

Sincerely,

Gerald L. Pauling, II				    David L. Myers
Chair, Board of Directors				    Executive Director
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 CORE BELIEF
We believe that all youth are entitled 
to a safe and loving home, where they 
gain an assurance of belonging, a desire for 
independence, a commitment  to competence, 
and a heart of compassion. Tragically, millions 
of youth in our country do not enjoy such homes. 
Some are neglected, abandoned, and violated. 
Others run away or are shut out due to conflicts 
or indifference. As a result, thousands of youth 
are homeless, and many stay homeless throughout 
their lives. This calls us to the following mission:

 MISSION 
Teen Living Programs creates hope and opportunity 
for youth who are  homeless by assisting them 
to permanently leave the streets, secure stable 
housing, and build self-sufficient, satisfying lives. 

 VISION
Teen Living Programs will be a  
national thought and practice leader in 
assisting youth who are homeless to become 
stably housed and independent.
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